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Act for nature   
Last year, a ground-breaking piece of legislation came into 
being, which introduced new concepts in environmental 
management. The Environment Act 2021 included statutory 
Local Nature Recovery Strategies, Biodiversity Net Gain and 
statutory environmental targets for the recovery of nature in 
four priority areas: air quality, biodiversity, water and waste – 
all (or most) areas where woodlands play a part.  

Tony Juniper, chair of Natural England, went so far as to 
describe this as a “turning point for nature ... enabling us to 
turn the grim graphs of species decline upward towards a 
nature positive 2030.” 

Key measures in the Act include:

•	 The introduction of a new duty for Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies, to be led by local authorities and local partners, 
which will be used to agree local priorities for nature 
recovery. How the woodland voice might be expressed 
at 48 parallel local strategy processes is a question taxing 
Forestry Commission and others, including SWA 

•	 Biodiversity Net Gain is a new duty placed on developers 
(including major infrastructure projects) to ensure that 
any development is nature positive. If not onsite, then 
off-site improvements can be sought. This could be an 
opportunity for woodland owners to be part of a national 
network of nature recovery, although it is very early days 

•	 The Statutory Targets are another significant step. The 
Government set itself the target of October 31, 2022, to 
announce these targets. Sadly, one of Therese Coffey’s 
first public statements was to state that this date would 
not be met, with no new date given due to the weight 
of consultation responses. We can only hope this is a 
short pause, as statutory targets will lead to greater 
accountability.

This legislation is very relevant to the future of our 
woodlands and their management. We will therefore 
continue to look for concrete progress and will report 
accordingly.

Input on future of 
Scotland's woods
SWA submitted a consultation response to the Scottish 
Government in November, regarding the development of a 
new grant system, to succeed the formerly EU-funded land 
management programmes, which come to an end over the 
next few years.

We welcome the fact that the Scottish government has a 
broad vision for rural development and, for instance, still sees 
a role for “community led development” in Scotland. This is 
likely to be along the lines of the LEADER programme that 
has run successfully in many rural areas across the country 
(and the rest of the EU), and empowers rural communities.

We also welcome the fact that forestry and woodlands is 
part of the Scottish Government’s vision for the future and, 
although the budget allocation is relatively low currently, 
it is a base from which to work. The current position, where 
the majority of EU land management payments have 
gone to farmers, comes about because the EU had a legal 
competence for agriculture, but not for forestry, which 
remained a member state responsibility. Brexit means 
this can be rethought and is hopefully an opportunity for 
woodlands and forestry to be set on a more equal footing 
with other forms of land management. 

We are encouraged that the Scottish Government is already 
thinking about forestry, for instance support for creation, 
improvement, tree health and agroforestry. However, we 
feel that much of the support is aimed either at large-scale 
forestry or farm woodlands.

Our view is that the new rural development support in 
Scotland should be extended to facilitate development of the 
small woodland sector, including:

•	 Forestry/woodland management hubs as part of 
woodland supply chain development

•	 Woodland owner and manager awareness raising and 
training

•	 Coppice management and restoration

•	 Innovation and knowledge exchange; as well as

•	 Better integration of trees into farm holdings.

To find out more, visit gov.scot/publications and search for 
Delivering our vision for Scottish agriculture – proposals for a 
new Agriculture Bill: consultation.
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Innovate to inspire
It was an exciting move for SWA to launch an award in 2022 
to celebrate all the innovative ways in which woodland 
owners and managers are helping their woods to thrive.

The award was named in honour of Esmond Harris, who 
said he hoped it would encourage small woodland owners 
to think more widely about the management of their woods, 
simply by learning about what others are doing. 

The long-standing SWA member, author and retired 
director of the Royal Forestry Society, said the wide variety 
of entries augured well for its future. “They were all very 
different and enthusiasm for what was being done in each 
wood came over clearly,” he said. “I am delighted to be 
connected with this new award and am confident from this 
first competition that it is set to continue and contribute to 
the activities of the Small Woods Association.”

Here is a breakdown of the entries that made for a strong 
first competition:

WINNER

Hugh Dorrington’s Nursery Wood, in Lincolnshire, was 
the winning entry for successfully managing ash dieback, 
increasing biodiversity and welcoming public enjoyment. 
Around 1.1ha was planted with a mixture of broadleaved 
trees and shrubs in 2008. Hazel, field maple, hornbeam, wych 
elm, midland thorn and wild apple were planted to form 
the understorey and provide an important habitat while 
promoting the growth of tall, clean stemmed oak trees for 
quality timber in the long term.

Woodland management practices through pruning 
have allowed ash trees to overcome Chalara infections and 
flourish, and the healthiest ash trees are now being used for 
propagation.

Now bursting with life, there are three pairs of blackcap 
and chiffchaff, two pairs of willow warbler, as well as several 
pairs of robins, wrens and blackbirds. 

Also, Hugh has successfully controlled squirrels that 
stripped the bark from several of the field maples in 2017 by 
shooting in March, April and May. 

JOINT RUNNERS UP

Michael Stapleford was nominated posthumously, both 
by Gareth Muir and Phil Barwood, for his work of setting up 
a social enterprise, Woody (Hyndburn) CIC, which enables 
volunteers to work together on sensitive and productive 
woodland management. The initiative, run by the Prospects 
Foundation, provides services for 16 publicly accessible 
woodlands in Hyndburn, Lancashire. Woody links woodland 
management, habitat enhancement and provision of 
woodland products for local use. 

Andrew Allott, of Bank Wood, Hopesay, in Shropshire, has 
planted more than 650 trees, since 2016, on a three-acre site 
where a larch monoculture was felled to pre-empt arrival of 
Phytophthora ramorum. More than a hundred species now 
grow on site. Diverse planting ensures the spread of pests 
and diseases is hindered. 

OTHER ENTRIES

Ross and Gill Floyd, of Chelvey Wood, in North Somerset, 
created a fully flushing off-grid toilet by using collected 
rainwater and a solar panel to charge an old tractor battery 
that runs a reclaimed caravan water pump. When flushed, 
the pump kicks in and refills the cistern, then turns off. Waste 
then runs to a digester made from an old dustbin.	

John McCutchan, of Beatons Wood, East Sussex, has spent 
50 years managing the 9.6-hectare ancient oak wood with 
an understorey of hornbeam, sweet chestnut and hazel. In 
1972, the Arlington Bluebell Walk was born. The aim was 
to improve vistas of white wood anemones and English 
bluebells, raise significant sums for local charities (£1m for 
nearly 80 local charities to date) and encourage more of the 
pubic to see an ancient wood managed for wildlife diversity.

Simon Miller, of Cotton Wood, in Cornwall, has breathed 
life back into a woodland left unattended for nearly 100 
years. Cotton Wood has seen an increase in wildlife activity 
and improved biodiversity in the 14 years since sustainable 
management practices were implemented. In 2021, the first 
small level of profit was made through a combination of low 
impact and sustainable income streams.

Heather Hunt and the Friends of Newfield Spring Wood 
look after a diverse 32-acre ancient woodland near Sheffield. 
To counter climate stress and tree disease, they enhanced 
the resilience of the woodland ecosystem by planting a 
diverse range of trees not currently present. In autumn 2021, 
volunteers made more than 60 tree guards using coppiced 
sweet chestnut and holly as stakes and upcycled chicken 
wire. Ninety per cent of the 60 planted saplings are thriving. 

Carolyn Church and Hugh Ross, of Rawhaw Wood, in 
Northamptonshire, found a working system of standing up 
sheaves of brash and parallel staking, to hold them in place 
for at least three years, long enough for the coppiced hazel 
to regrow, protected from deer. The dead hedging barrier 
provides a habitat for many different species.

Richard Lanyon-Hogg, of Hafan Heddychlon, Bethania 
Ceredigion, Wales, uses small and cheap “off-the-shelf” sensor 
technology to monitor the health of trees and woodlands. 
For less than £100, the basic Internet of Trees (IoTr) package 
helps him remotely monitor temperature, ground moisture, 
humidity, light levels, and the electrical conductivity of the 
tree. With this insight, he can make more informed woodland 
management decisions.

▼ Hugh Dorrington being presented with his certificate by 
Small Woods' Simon James | David Reeve


